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I will share a true story without 
qualifying details in order to protect the 
family.  
A government worker interviewed a 
malnourished child to see if that child's 
needs qualified her for help. Coming 
from a family of eight siblings, none of 
whom had passed the fourth grade in 
schoo,l and with none now attending 
school due to no full-time employment 
of either parent, offered nothing more 
than a future of illicit living or crime for 
the children at best.  Living on the  

 
 
 
streets, having no house, with no 
certainty of where the next meal would 
come from, and no future education 
prospects resulted in the decision by the 
social worker to help by placing some of 
the children with us. This opportunity of 
hope was accepted by the parents as a 
chance for these children to live life with 
a purpose.  
I share this story as one that we have 
seen so many times over the years 
working with children. Even in a child's 
darkest hour there is still hope for a 
better future. Many a shipwreck has 
been diverted by a small light in the 
distance coming from a lighthouse that 
guided the ship safely on its journey, and 
so it is in life's journey. Darkness can be 
so overwhelming and direction lost 
without someone caring enough to point 
us to the light. How easy it is to allow 
this world’s troubles and hurts to 
consume us to the point where we no 
longer can see where we should be going 
and our lives become nothing more than 

a mere existence or at best a cycle of 
humanistic endeavours, of which both 
are equally empty.  
Each one of us has a purpose for being 
here that goes way beyond what this 
world can offer yet so many of us get lost 
in the dark and become shipwrecked .  
Subsistence living is the curse of poverty 
and a mind-set of living only for today. 
Sadly this type of thinking and living is 
not confined to the poor, all walks of life 
suffer from being trapped in the hurts of 
the past. Thank God we, like the small 
girl I referred to, can call out for help and 
see clearly the path ahead.  
All of us have a favourite song that has 
impacted our lives in some way. I 
remember a small boy on the streets of 
Cebu I used to often feed and help sing 
me his song "I want to be a millionaire." 
This was his favourite and I sure 
understand why after seeing the 
struggles he faced daily. Mine is an old 
hymn sung and written by a woman that 
went blind. Soon after she went blind 
her husband left her only to deepen her 
despair. In that despair she wrote, “Turn 
your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his 
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wonderful face, and the things of this 
world will grow strangely dim in the light 
of his glory and grace.” Even in the 
darkest moment in her life she could see 
a light that directed her path. The song 
was not written to preach at anyone but 
out of her brokenness. It was a tribute 
penned about finding her purpose. 
"Surely In our darkest moments life can 
reveal the greatest answers." 
Have a wonderful month ahead as you 
face this exciting journey called life.  
Martin 
 
Please note :  We now have Paypal for 
those who want to donate online. Please 
view it on our website 
“shepherdsarms.org.nz” front page .  
 
 Wanted -  "Are you interested in helping 
at the orphanage?" 
                    “Are you a people person?”  
 
We are in need of a couple or an 
individual that would like to live on the 
beautiful tropical island of Bohol and 
help develop the micro businesses of 
SAF.  Preference would be someone who 
has some skills in a trade or farming / 
agriculture background. This is a 
volunteer position with a minimum 
initial commitment of 3 months 
required.  Please reply to 
martin.amylamb@shepherdsarms.org.nz   
 

Your financial support makes 
such a difference.  Thank you for 
your faithful and committed 
giving.      

Your support is vital to us. 

Any help can go to either of the 
Shepherd’s Arms bank accounts : 

Shepherd’s Arms Foundation of 
Philippines Inc. A/C no. 007712000321  

or in NZ – Shepherd’s Arms Foundation- 
12 3223 0035597 00  

Happenings at Shepherd’s Arms 

The school year ended in March this 
year.  A lot of good things have 
happened.  We have one high school 
student who graduated with special 

awards.  Hopefully she will be enrolled at 
university in a Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology this June. 
Other children also received academic 
and special awards as you can see in the 
pictures below. 
With all these successes, I would like to 
say thank you very much to all the 
sponsors who helped wholeheartedly.  
Your support means a lot for the success 
and change occurring the lives of the 
children. 
Gilda 

Our Top Student 

 

   
 

Non graduates high school students  

  

  

Elementary students 

   

  

Student awards 

 

 

Building updates 

Office space – ready to use. 

 

Kitchen  

 

 

Micro Business - Our pigs 
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